Evidence   for   Prosecution.
Dr Thomas E. Hmcks
Mr. Martin told us of one symptom that he had* He said
that he did not like the light ?—Yes, that is so.
Do you attach any importance at all to that as a symptom or
not 1—Not a special symptom; it is a symptom that may occur in
any serious illness. As I already stated, during the course of her
last illness Mrs. Armstrong had difficulty in co-ordinating the
use of her fingers. She was unable to pick up anything.
Now we know that arsenic was found in Mrs. Armstrong's
body afterwards—taking those symptoms of the hands and fingers,
and the want of co-ordination, . does that make anything
occur to your mind that the muscles failed?—It convinces me that
she was suffering from multiple neuritis, a form of neuritis dis-
tinct from ordinary, simple, localised neuritis.
I want that put inlo a more homely form. Is there some
cause which caxivses multiple neuritis in both hands?—There is
toxaemia. There arc various poisons in the system which cause
multiple neuritis, for instance, diphtheria symptoms after in-
fluenza. Then there arc other poisons that will cause it, and
notably one of tho most important is arsenic, and, in my opinion,
this was arsenical multiple neuritis.
On Thursday, 27th October, the clay I was called to Mr.
Martin, Major Armstrong came to my surgery door. He asked
me what was the matter with Mr. Martin. I cannot remember
whether it was in the morning or the afternoon. I said he had
got a biliotis attack. There was no reason for which he called
at all except to ask that question that I can recollect.
Cross-examined by Sir II. curtis bennett—I have been in
practice since 1898—for twenty-four years. I have had a very
considerable experience in general practitioner's work, also a great
deal of experience of the ordinary maladies from which mankind
suffers. Leaving out of question this particular case, I have not
in my private practice looked after a person who has been suffer-
ing from arsenical poisoning. There was a case in the Queen's
Hospital in Birmingham, under my care, being treated for arseni-
cal poisoning. That was during the Boer War. It was one of
those cases coining from beer; it was during the time when there
wore a number of such cases in the Midlands. It was taken acci-
dentally. I believe the person recovered* I was house surgeon
there for six months, and, as far as I remember, he was under
my care, Ray, three out of the six months.
Apparently, then, for the whole of that three months that
person wa% suffering from taking arsenic, and no more arsenic
was administered during tho three months; is that right?—That
is right.
Then the effect of taking arsenic is that the person lived
about three months?—I cannot say what happened after I loft the
hospital. I did not treat that case from its inception, and I
oannot tell anything about the early stages of the case.
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